SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 6 August 2006

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National Body for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 CAT in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.  This broadcast can also be heard on Echolink by connecting to ZS6FCS or to www.zs6mrk.org and following the indicated links.  This, and previous bulletins, can also be downloaded from the web site of the SARL i.e. www.sarl.org.za.  You can read or download previous bulletins from there and also subscribe to receive future bulletins by email.

This transmission is by Hans, ZS6KR, on 145,725 and 7,066 MHz from Pretoria with a relay on 3 695 kHz.  (Other news readers, please change to suit).

SILENT KEYS

It is with regret that we have to announce the passing away of two radio amateurs recently.

OM Danie Hugo, ZS1YH, of the Boland ARC passed away on Monday 31 July after a short illness.  To his YL, Kinnie, other family and friends, our sincerest condolences.

Bill Browne, ZS2BY, (ex ZS5BY) also passed away recently.  We extend our sincere condolences also to his family and friends.

(PAUSE).

In the news today:

ICASA TAKES A NEW LOOK AT PLC

THREE RADIO AMATEURS RECEIVE AWARDS

SARL WOMEN'S DAY EVENT

You are listening to ZS6SRL.  Stay tuned for more detail on these and other important and interesting news items.

ICASA TAKES A NEW LOOK AT PLC

At the Standards SA Technical Committee, TC73, held on Thursday last week the PLC issue featured high on the Agenda.  Eric Winter reported back on the Standards Liaison meeting held the previous day where PLC was discussed with ICASA.  ICASA agreed that no commercial PLC licenses will be issued and that only licences to test PLC will be issued for a six months period.  The issue of testing for potential inference to the radio spectrum was also addressed and proposals will be tabled at the ICASA Council meeting to set up a testing procedure with a monitoring liaison group on which the SARL will be an observing member.

The SARL will continue to collect its own evidence and is requesting the following action by radio amateurs country wide.  First, if you experience PLC interference when driving in or around Rooiwal, north of Pretoria, please send a complaint which will be forwarded to ICASA.  The Email address is plc@sarl.org.za.

Amateurs in the rest of South Africa are requested to monitor the HF bands and report any PLC related interference.  It is also important to watch your local newspapers for reports on PLC.  Please scan any reports and mail to plc@sarl.org.za.

More information on PLC can be found on the SARL web at www.sarl.org.za.

The Standards SA TC73 committee's main task is standardisation in the field of electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) which includes emission and immunity.  At Thursday's meeting the SARL's status on the committee was changed from an observing member to a participating member.  Hans van de Groenendaal, ZS6AKV, is representing the SARL.

THREE RADIO AMATEURS RECEIVE AWARDS

The South African Amateur Radio Development Trust presented awards to three Radio Amateurs on Wednesday last week in recognision of their outstanding contribution to the promotion of Amateur Radio and Community service.

The Siemens Radio Amateur of the Year Award was awarded to Pierre Tromp, ZS1HF, for his contribution to Hamnet, the disaster communication arm of the South African Radio League.

The Siemens Young Radio Amateur of the Year Award was presented to Stuart Reid, ZR6DBZ, for his initiative to create a weekly Radio Network for young radio amateurs to share their ideas and promote amateur radio to the youth.

The third award is the Radio Amateur Community Service Award which was presented to Antoinette Liebenberg, ZS6D, for her dedication to visually impaired radio amateurs by reading to them from technical and other publications on the air.  Read full details about the awards and the recipients on www.amateurradio.org.za.

SARL WOMEN'S DAY EVENT

To celebrate women's day the SARL is inviting all radio amateurs and shortwave listeners to tune in to a special Intecnet transmission starting at 11:00 on 9 August.  The programme will include messages from women around South Africa and a feature about prominent YLs of yesteryear, YLs who were legends in their time.

Clubs are requested to nominate YL's in their clubs who will deliver a message on behalf of their club.  Please send details to armi@sarl.org.za by Monday (tomorrow) afternoon so that the call-in schedule can be finalised.

DON'T MISS RADIO TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION DAY ON 19 AUGUST

Final touches have now been made to the programme for the RTA on 19 August.  The programme features presentations on some of the latest technologies in Amateur Radio including:

Miraculous Bell at the Villa Griffon, a lecture by Tony Voorveld, ZS6CCD, demonstrating the early years of Guglielmo Marconi's experiments in radio communication.  The lecture makes use of replicas of the early equipment used by Marconi.  During the lecture Tony will attempt to enact the transmissions as Marconi performed them from his home, the Villa Griffon near Bologna, Italy.

Software Defined Radio, an exciting development will be explained by Dr Gert-Jan van Rooyen of the University of Stellenbosch.

For the Young radio amateurs there is a youth forum focussing on the need of the youth in Amateur Radio.

The full programme is now available on www.sarl.org.za.

CONTEST NEWS

The 2006 SARL HF Phone contest will be run this afternoon from 15:00 to 18:30 CAT on the 20, 40 and 80 metre bands.  The exchange is a RS report and a serial number starting at 001.  Participants must work as many zones per band and each station worked on all three bands is extra points.

The rules can be found in the SARL Contest Manual and were also published in HF Happenings 209 and 210.

ISRAEL TO IMPOSE TOUGH NEW RULES ON AMATEURS

According to the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB), Israeli authorities have imposed "draconian new rules" on radio amateurs.  Effective January 2007, many of Israel's radio amateurs will not be able operate their radio equipment unless it has been inspected and authorized by government officials.  The requirement follows ratification of a new law aimed at preventing harmful radiation from radio equipment, RSGB says.  Amateurs who operate only VHF and UHF equipment at an output below 20 W are exempt.  Radio amateurs also will have to obtain permits to erect antenna support structures, and these will only be granted if the licensee can demonstrate that the installation will not cause harmful radiation.  The new rules provide that operation of Amateur Radio equipment without the proper permits will be considered a criminal offense.  According to a spokesman for Israeli amateurs, the harsh new rules followed in the wake of public concern regarding the safety of cellular telephone masts.  The RSGB notes that no study has shown any evidence of harmful radiation from cellular or from Amateur Radio installations.  Earlier this year, Moshe Galili of the Israeli Ministry of Communications told the Israel Amateur Radio Club annual general meeting that his agency was working toward an across-the-board exemption for Amateur Radio with respect to the non-ionizing radiation law adopted last December, which covers RF sources as well as magnetic and electrical fields from power lines.

CLUB NEWS

Bloemfontein amateurs support Osram Rally.  Members of the Bloemfontein Radio Amateur Club will provide radio communications for the annual Osram Motor Rally to be held on Saturday 12 August in the Dewetsdorp district to the east of Bloemfontein.  Communications will be done on VHF frequencies.

OWNER OF RECOVERED ICOM 706 FOUND

Members of the Dagbreek team start every weekday as early as possible to chat on 80 m.  It was thus that Chris, ZS6BLD, drew it to the attention of the other members that due to the description of the recovered 706, it could be the one which disappeared from the Kombi stolen from Wallie, ZS6WE, from where they were staying in Brackenhurst in January this year.  The kombi was found through Tracker in Soweto within one hour of being reported missing, but by then the 706 had already been ripped out.

Last monday morning Wallie was still in the Kruger Park and did not know about the news item.  On Tuesday morning however he was back on frequency and George, ZS6NE, furnished Wallie with the contact details of Steven Baynes, ZSXU, who recovered the 706.  From the details of the 706 given by Wallie, Steven was convinced that the 706 is the one lost by Wallie.  The set is now on its way back to Wallie.  Wallie says: "My sincerest thanks go to the men who assisted in finding my radio, especially Steven Baynes for his alertness and unselfish amateur attitude.  I would like to point out how much power the SARL has, as well as the excellent amateurship which led to the retrieval of my radio".

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to be at very low to low levels.  The geomagnetic field is expected to range from quiet to unsettled levels on 8 August.  The expected Effective Sun Spot number for the coming week will be less than 3.

20 m and 40 m will provide best opportunities for DX.  There is a possibility of very weak 20 m openings towards the East from about 08:00 CAT and 40 m from 19:00.

From about 16:00, 20 m may open towards Europe.  There is a possibility of very short 20 m openings towards the West Coast of the USA at about 16:00.  Otherwise conditions are going to be very challenging towards the USA.

For the CW enthusiasts it may also be worth monitoring 10 MHz during hours of darkness.

Please visit www.spaceweather.co.za for further information, especially for the SARL HF phone contest.

DIARY OF EVENTS

This weekend 6 August - Special event station ZS6OTL at Steenkampsberg;
Also today 6 August - SARL HF phone competition;
9 August - National Women's Day and inauguration of YL Net;
17 August - Hand-held to work day;
19 August - RTA day at the NARC;
19 and 20 August - Lighthouses on the air;
14 September - Closing date for entries for the October RAE;
7 October - East Rand Flea market
19 October - End of year RAE.

SARL News depends on clubs and individuals for news items of importance and interest to radio amateurs.  The one and only way to ensure that your contribution will reach the SARL News team, is to place it in www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It will be appreciated if you will do it in both Afrikaans and English.

The SARL also invites all listeners to listen to the program Amateur Radio Mirror International this Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT on 145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area with relays on 7 082, 7 205 and 17 695 kHz.  Audio is also streamed on www.zs6mrk.org and on Echolink from ZS6FCS as for this bulletin.  A repeat transmission takes place on Mondays at 21:00 on 3 215 kHz.  Telkom and Sentech sponsor the ARMI transmissions on the non-amateur frequencies.

You have been listening to a news bulletin by the South African Radio League which was compiled by Gustav, ZS6BWN.

A prosperous week to all, 73.

/EX